
COMPASS

HOBET

NET



Top 10 Test Taking Strategies

10. Read all directions and questions 

carefully

9.   Attempt every question ïit may not be 

as difficult as it appears

8.   Anticipate the answer ïif it isnôt there, 

test the other answers

7.   Use logical reasoning ï

watch for absolutes such as 

always, never



Top 10 Test Taking Strategies

6.  Watch for sequences ïfirst, last, initial

5.  Read each answer carefully ïmany are 

true statements but only one is the 

ñrightò answer

4.  Consider all the alternatives ïwait to 

make a decision

3. Make sure you are ready to sit down 

and concentrate on the test 



Top 10 Test Taking Strategies

2.  Select your answer and then re-read 

the question to make sure that you 

understood it correctly

1. Relax! Keep calm.  And do your best!



Structure of the COMPASS Test

¾ The test is not timed

¾ The computer will generate the 

questions individually 

¾ The English essays contain many errors 

in punctuation, grammar, and style  

¾Carefully read the essays

¾When you locate an error, choose

the best option for rewriting the essay 



Structure of NET/HOBET Test

¾ Evaluates

·Reading Comprehension

·Written Expression

·Basic Math 

·Learning Styles

¾Multiple Choice Questions

·Look for the ñbestò answer



Structure of NET/HOBET Test

¾Number of Questions

·25 to 35 reading comprehension

·30 math problems

·45 decisions statements

·30 test taking skills

¾ Time Limits

·COMPASS is not timed

·NET/HOBET is a 2.0 hour timed test



Purpose of the Entrance Test

¾ The entrance test will establish your 

needs in a collegiate setting

¾ The test is designed to identify needs so 

that they may be addressed before they 

become an issue

¾ The learning style assessment will be 

used only for counseling



Critical Reading

¾Demonstrate your ability to ñread 

between the linesò

¾ You must determine the meaning and 

purpose of what you have read

¾You need to look for ñhooksò to attach 

new information 

¾ You need to determine the main idea of

the paragraph and the central theme



Reading for the Main Idea

¾ Topic statements usually occur at the 

beginning or the end of the paragraph

¾ The main idea

·Includes the topic of the paragraph

·Identifies how this topic is or does something

·Serves as an umbrella structure for the 

details of the paragraph 



Errors in Identifying Main Idea

¾ Too narrow ïIt ignores the wider range 

of details introduced in the paragraph

¾ Too general ïIt goes past the details 

that are presented in the paragraph

¾ False statement



Examples of Main Idea Questions

¾Which states the main idea of this paragraph?

¾Which is the best statement of the main idea 

for the paragraph?

¾ Select the main idea for this paragraph.

¾ The main idea of this paragraph is best 

revealed by which statement?

¾ Identify the main idea for the paragraph.



Inferential Reading

¾When you draw a conclusion from the 

paragraph, you are making an inference

¾ The conclusion you draw is not stated word 

for word in the paragraph

¾ The conclusion you draw is supported by 

details in the paragraph




