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Top 10 Test Taking Strategies
10. Read all directions and questions carefully

9.   Attempt every question ɀit may not be as difficult as 
it appears

8.   Anticipate the answer ɀÉÆ ÉÔ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȟ ÔÅÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
answers

7.   Use logical reasoning ɀ
can the answer you came up with
be the correct answer?



Top 10 Test Taking Strategies
6.  Use the practice tests as a study guide

ίȢ  +ÅÅÐ Á ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÇÏ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÓÔ 
thinking you will fail

4.  Keep your tension under control and try to 
concentrate on points that you
wish to remember

3. Make sure you are ready to sit 
down and concentrate on the test 



Top 10 Test Taking Strategies
2.  Select your answer and then re-read the question to 

make sure that you understood it correctly

1. Relax! Keep calm.  And do your best!



Structure of the COMPASS Test
·The test is not timed

·The computer will generate the questions individually 

·The English essays contain many errors in 
punctuation, grammar, and style.  

·Carefully read the essays

·When you locate an error, choose
the best option for rewriting the essay. 



Structure of NET/HOBET Test
·Evaluates

·Reading Comprehension

·Written Expression

·Basic Math 

·Learning Styles

·Multiple Choice Questions

·,ÏÏË ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÅÓÔȱ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ



Structure of NET/HOBET Test
·Number of Questions
·25 to 35 reading comprehension

·30 math problems

·45 decisions statements

·30 test taking skills

·Time Limits
·COMPASS is not timed

·NET/HOBET is a 2.5 hour timed test



Purpose of the Entrance Test
·There are minimum requirements for entrance in to 

Southeast ɀdo your best!

·The entrance test will establish your needs in a 
collegiate setting.

·The test is designed to identify needs so that they may 
be addressed before they 
become an issue.

·The learning style assessment will
be used only for counseling.



Mathematics
·ASSUMPTION:  This class assumes that you know how 

to add, subtract, multiple and divide whole numbers

·If you need additional help in this area, drill with the 
multiplication tables and division facts!
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Numerator & Denominator

·Numerator ɀtop part of the fraction & indicates how 
many parts are being counted

·Denominator ɀbottom part of a fraction & indicates how 
many parts the whole is divided

Each slice = 1/8 Each slice = 1/4 Each slice = 1/2



Fractions

·The denominator indicates how many parts 
a whole thing is divided into

·Slice two pizzas, one into 8 slices and one 
into 4 slices. Which pizza would have the 
larger slices?

·A larger denominator indicates that there 
are more pieces of the whole. 
Hence each piece must be smaller.



Proper & Improper Fractions

·If the numerator is less than the denominator, the 
fraction is a proper fraction and is  less than 1

·1/3 < 1 7/20 < 1

·If the numerator is greater than the denominator, the 
fraction is an improper fraction and is greater than 1

·3/2 > 1 8/3 > 1

·If the numerator and denominator are the same,
the fraction is equal to 1

·5/5 = 1         10/10 = 1



Simplify an Improper Fraction

·Divide the numerator by the denominator

Å The quotient is the whole number part.

Å The remainder is the numerator of the fractional part.

Å The denominator is the same as one in the original 
fraction.
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Change a Mixed Number to an Improper Fraction

·A mixed number is the sum of an integer and a proper
fraction

·2  3/5  is the sum of 2 and 3/5
·1 + 1 + 3/5 or  5/5 + 5/5 + 3/5  or  (5 + 5 + 3)/5  or  13/5



Change a Mixed Number to an Improper Fraction (Cont.)

·To change 2  3/5 to an improper fraction, multiply the 
whole number by the denominator 

·Then add the numerator. Place the result over the 
denominator.
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Equivalent Fractions

·Equivalent Fractions have the same value



Equivalent Fractions

·You can multiply or divide the numerator and denominator 
of a fraction by the same number to get an equivalent 
fraction



Find the Equivalent Fractions



Ratio & Proportions
·A ratio is a comparison of one number 

to another

·A proportion is an equality of two 
ratios

·4ÈÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ Ȱά ÉÓ ÔÏ ή ÁÓ ΫΪ ÉÓ ÔÏ άΪȱ 
is the same as the following
·2:4::10:20

·2/4 = 10/20



Equivalent Fractions, Ratios, & Proportions



Which fractions are equivalent?



Simplify (Reduce) Fractions

·Divide the numerator and the denominator by a common 
factor  or the largest number that evenly divides both the 
numerator and the denominator



/ƻƳōƛƴŜ ά[ƛƪŜέ CǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ
·Ȱ,ÉËÅȱ ÆÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÄÅÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÏÒ

·Add or subtract the numerators and place the sum or 
difference over the denominator

·Reduce the fraction, if possible



/ƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ά¦ƴƭƛƪŜέ CǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ
·Ȱ5ÎÌÉËÅȱ ÆÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÄÅÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÏÒÓ

·Find a common denominator or the Least Common 
Multiple of the denominators

·Express each fraction as an equivalent fraction with a 
common denominator

·A common denominator is the product of  the denominators, 
although it may not be the smallest common denominator

·Add or subtract the numerators and place the sum or 
difference over the denominator

·Reduce the fraction



/ƻƳōƛƴŜ ά¦ƴƭƛƪŜέ CǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ



Another Example



Another Example 



Combine Mixed Numbers
·Find the Least Common Denominator (LCD)

·Find the equivalent fractions

·Add or subtract the fractions and add or subtract the 
whole numbers

·Simplify your answer
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Multiply Fractions
·Simplify the fractions if not in lowest terms

·Multiply the numerators of the fractions to get the new 
numerator

·Multiply the denominators of the fractions to get the 
new denominator

·Simplify the resulting fraction

Problem: Solution:



Example ς2 Different Methods



Multiplying with Mixed Numbers

·Change each number to an improper fraction

·Simplify if possible

·Multiply the numerators and then the denominators

·Put the answer in lowest terms
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Decimal Place Values
·Numbers to the right of the decimal point have a value less than 1

·Numbers to the left of the decimal point have a value greater 
than 1



Rounding Decimals

·Look at the digit to the right of the place you wish to round to. 

·When the digit is 5, 6, 7, 8, or 9, round up

·When the digit is 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4, round down
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Add or Subtract Decimal Numbers

·Put the numbers in a vertical column aligning the decimal 
ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ /ȭÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÁÓ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ

·Add or subtract the numbers

·Place the decimal point in the answer directly below the 
decimal points in the column



Decimals
·Line up the numbers on the right ɀdo not align the 

decimal points

·Multiply the numbers just as if they were whole 
numbers

·Place the decimal point in the answer by starting at the 
right and moving a number of places equal to the sum 
of the decimal places in both numbers



Multiply a Decimal by a Power of 10
·Move the decimal point to the right as many places as 

there are zeros in the multiplier



Dividing Decimal Numbers
·If the divisor is not a whole number, move the decimal 

point to the right to make it a whole number

·Move the decimal point in the dividend the same 
number of places


